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COMPREHENSIVE REPORT OF ACTIVITY SINCE: August 2025
(Use as much space as desired.)

In October 2025, Theresa Duran, the former committee chair, passed on the duties to me, due to health reasons.

Theresa had already done an amazing amount of work in scouting out potential venues and coming up with ideas for presentations. She has continued to make herself available for advice and contacting speakers, but has asked that I be the single contact point for the conference.

Location: Unfortunately, the two cities that Theresa had so diligently vetted are Chicago and Minneapolis. I would love for us to hold the conference in either location and definitely prefer an in-person conference, but I understand that with the recent political events, it may not be possible to hold an event in either city that would attract enough indexers to ensure a successful conference. If we need to switch to a virtual format, I would like to encourage chapters and individual members to get together for conference-watch events if they feel they can have a safe meeting situation. That will provide some of the networking opportunities that make in-person conference so valuable.

Theme: Indexing in Interesting Times

Expected sessions: Artificial intelligence and indexing, disaster planning and recovery, the current state of scholarly publishing, government contracting, editing your index, indexing software, international clients and payments, indexing outside your comfort zone. I would also like to have a session on the wonderful things ASI is doing – the new training course, chapter and SIG events, etc., with details of how members can get involved. If we have an in-person conference, panel sessions would include “Ask Me Anything” (panel of seasoned indexers ready to answer anything); a session with the ICRIS reps if they are able to attend, talking about the differences in international indexing; and an “Indexers’ Jeopardy” game show.

Pre-conference workshops: New indexers workshop; something for more experienced indexers, but haven’t nailed this down yet

REQUESTED BOARD ACTION: 

Let me know as soon as you can, when and where the conference will be, and if conference-watch events would be allowable if we go with a virtual format.

Also, if you have any ideas for conference speakers or session topics, please let me know.



